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E-WASTE is any discarded products that “have a battery or plug and contain hazardous and toxic materials that can endanger

both human and environmental health”, according to the UN.

Yet, according to the spokesperson for the producer responsibility organisation (PRO) Circular Energy, Patricia Schroder, e-
recycling is not a priority for South Africans - despite the fact that about 95% of e-waste can actually be recycled, reclaimed, or
treated and beneficiated.

“For instance, only 10 to 12% of waste electrical and electronic equipment and between 2.5% and 5% of waste lighting are
recycled. This is extremely low,” she cautions. “Given that e-waste includes toxic substances, its effective material recovery and
environmentally sound recycling are crucial - and our local service providers, including formal and informal recyclers, have a

massive role to play to improve the situation.”

The problem: an e-pollution crisis

Schroder explains that e-waste that is not correctly managed, including that that is disposed of in landfills, can release harmful
pollutants.

“These toxic materials, especially heavy metals like mercury and cadmium, can harm ecosystems, accumulate in food chains,
and have immediate and very noticeable negative impacts on human health.”

Furthermore, Schroder says, by not recycling or reusing e-waste, new natural resources must be mined in order to produce
electronics. This is as opposed to recouping what is already available in the market.

The solution: sound waste management

Due to its toxic and hazardous components, electronic waste can no longer be disposed of in landfills as of 2021. Instead, it
must be treated by an authorised company that recycles waste electrical and electronic equipment (widely known as WEEE or e-
waste).

This should be done by following sound e-waste recycling principles - the process of extracting valuable materials after
shredding the e-waste into smaller fractions that could be reused in a new electronic appliance.
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“The government is attempting to address environmental pollution by banning the disposal of WEEE and batteries — and these
authorised facilities are equipped with the know-how and tools needed to securely dispose of e-waste and recover recyclable
materials,” Schroder explains.

She goes on to caution service providers not to fall for the tricks of illegal, unlicensed dealers or businesses that buy the items at
very cheap rates and claim to recycle them when the remainder is then actually illegally dumped with other waste.

The added benefit: financial gain

Schroder says service providers should not forget that effective e-waste management can also have financial advantages.
“Materials like gold, copper, glass, aluminum, lithium, plastic, and more can be recovered in this manner. One international study
estimated that in 2016, the raw material value of e-waste was around 55 billion euros. Additionally, by recycling these materials

back into the supply chain for the creation of new products, the manufacturing of new electronics is becoming more
environmentally friendly. This releases fewer hazardous materials into the environment, and is generally more sustainable.”

She adds that there is also a significant social and economic impact, with recycling and reuse accounting for thousands of jobs.

“Of course, e-waste is only a portion of that, but as it is also the waste stream with the fastest growth rate, it is likely to become
much more significant as our reliance on digital devices increases.”

— z E 5 T Driving efficiency and sustainability

WEG Group in the entire sugar & ethanol industry~
= i WW.2ESWEY.COM

i

Circular Energy

Previous article Next article
Tips to maximise a power tool’s battery life KZN farm programme changes youths’ lives with employment
RELATED ARTICLES

Employees at Ladysmith tyre manufacturer head back to work
Staff Writer - 8th Jun 2023

Queensburgh mega-dairy pioneers a ‘servitised’ integrated plant solution
Staff Writer - 7th Jun 2023

Launch of electric truck range attracts ‘first movers’ in SA
Staff Writer - 7th Jun 2023

https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/the-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities/

2/4


https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=170413&plid=2101345&setID=441537&channelID=0&CID=768910&banID=521071682&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&adSize=728x90&mt=1686648942507117&sw=1366&sh=768&spr=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fkznindustrialnews.co.za%2Fthe-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities%2F&hc=14b44edccfd6e519ab816afe67de6be3856e3d01&location=
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/tag/circular-energy/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/tips-to-maximise-a-power-tools-battery-life/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/kzn-farm-programme-changes-youths-lives-with-employment/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/employees-at-ladysmith-tyre-manufacturer-head-back-to-work/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/queensburgh-mega-dairy-pioneers-a-servitised-integrated-plant-solution/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/launch-of-electric-truck-range-attracts-first-movers-in-sa/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/employees-at-ladysmith-tyre-manufacturer-head-back-to-work/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/author/mediaevents1/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/queensburgh-mega-dairy-pioneers-a-servitised-integrated-plant-solution/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/author/mediaevents1/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/launch-of-electric-truck-range-attracts-first-movers-in-sa/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/author/mediaevents1/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/business-management/finance-investment/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/infrastructure/energy-power-generation/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/manufacturing-processing/automotive/
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=170413&plid=2101319&setID=459931&channelID=0&CID=768890&banID=521071568&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&adSize=300x250&matches=%5B%22inurl%3Anews%22%5D&mt=1686648942542108&sw=1366&sh=768&spr=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fkznindustrialnews.co.za%2Fthe-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities%2F&hc=f651517da9effc7cb2cbf2b267156039240a8987&location=

6/13/23, 11:35 AM The importance of diverting e-waste to the correct facilities - KZN Industrial & Business News

THAT

COOL
FACTOR. '

Level 1 B-BBEE

Amarex KRT - Submersible Motor
Pump with Cooling Jacket.

KSB e ksB D,

Employees at Ladysmith tyre
manufacturer head back to work

8th Jun 2023

Queensburgh mega-dairy
pioneers a ‘servitised’ integrated
plant solution

7th Jun 2023

Launch of electric truck range
attracts ‘first movers’ in SA

7th Jun 2023

New tug jetty at the Port of
Durban should increase
efficiency

7th Jun 2023

Load more v

We bring colour

‘into view!

Co

www.vega.comfvegabar

8th Jun 2023

https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/the-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities/ 3/4


https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=170413&plid=2101319&setID=459931&channelID=0&CID=768890&banID=521071568&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&adSize=300x250&matches=%5B%22inurl%3Anews%22%5D&mt=1686648942542108&sw=1366&sh=768&spr=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fkznindustrialnews.co.za%2Fthe-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities%2F&hc=f651517da9effc7cb2cbf2b267156039240a8987&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=170413&plid=2101343&setID=459931&channelID=0&CID=768904&banID=521071674&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&adSize=300x250&matches=%5B%22inurl%3Anews%22%5D&mt=1686648942537097&sw=1366&sh=768&spr=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fkznindustrialnews.co.za%2Fthe-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities%2F&hc=f83e3929a641e05e63c6b4b0409df343c8a1f5ac&location=
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/employees-at-ladysmith-tyre-manufacturer-head-back-to-work/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/queensburgh-mega-dairy-pioneers-a-servitised-integrated-plant-solution/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/launch-of-electric-truck-range-attracts-first-movers-in-sa/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/new-tug-jetty-at-the-port-of-durban-should-increase-efficiency/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/employees-at-ladysmith-tyre-manufacturer-head-back-to-work/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/queensburgh-mega-dairy-pioneers-a-servitised-integrated-plant-solution/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/launch-of-electric-truck-range-attracts-first-movers-in-sa/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/new-tug-jetty-at-the-port-of-durban-should-increase-efficiency/
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=170413&plid=2101318&setID=459931&channelID=0&CID=768897&banID=521071611&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&adSize=300x250&matches=%5B%22inurl%3Anews%22%5D&mt=1686648942532846&sw=1366&sh=768&spr=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fkznindustrialnews.co.za%2Fthe-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities%2F&hc=f4d2de3b2bf0344749c9b61348324ad0c1a48a1c&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=170413&plid=2108142&setID=459931&channelID=0&CID=764625&banID=521033012&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&adSize=300x250&mt=1686648942531796&sw=1366&sh=768&spr=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fkznindustrialnews.co.za%2Fthe-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities%2F&hc=1655609519b9567f1210107c4552f0fc6f6c3f38&location=
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/employees-at-ladysmith-tyre-manufacturer-head-back-to-work/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/employees-at-ladysmith-tyre-manufacturer-head-back-to-work/

6/13/23, 11:35 AM The importance of diverting e-waste to the correct facilities - KZN Industrial & Business News

Queensburgh mega-dairy pioneers a ‘servitised’ integrated plant solution

7th Jun 2023

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES

Publication
Subscribe
Advertising
Disclaimer
Privacy

Contact Us

POPULAR TOPICS

Finance & Investment
Government & Municipal
Construction & Civils
Transport & Logistics

Materials Handling

275
249
208
200
163

The KZN Industrial & Business News provides suppliers to industry in KwaZulu-Natal with a niched forum to showcase products and services. The

publication, which is distributed every second month, is mailed to a targeted group of 6 500 decision makers involved in industry and business

throughout the province.

Contact us: admin@kznindustrialnews.co.za

© 2020 Copyright: KZN Industrial & Business News | Designed by Select Web

Subscribe Popup

https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/the-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities/

Privacy & Cookies Policy I

4/4


https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/employees-at-ladysmith-tyre-manufacturer-head-back-to-work/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/queensburgh-mega-dairy-pioneers-a-servitised-integrated-plant-solution/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/publication/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/advertising-rates/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/disclaimer/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/privacy-policy/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/contact-us/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/business-management/finance-investment/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/government-municipal/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/infrastructure/construction-civils/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/transport-logistics/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/topic/transport-logistics/materials-handling/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/kznindustrialnews/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kzn-industrial-and-business-news
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/the-importance-of-diverting-e-waste-to-the-correct-facilities/@kzn_indbiznews
mailto:admin@kznindustrialnews.co.za
https://www.selectweb.co.za/
https://kznindustrialnews.co.za/queensburgh-mega-dairy-pioneers-a-servitised-integrated-plant-solution/

